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CLERK’S ALERT

Changes to the Civil Case Schedule: Reducing Time
from Filing to Trial Date

King County Superior Court is implementing a plan to reduce the time from filing to trial
on the case schedule issued in most civil cases.

The Court’s current case schedule for the majority of the civil cases is 534 days or
approximately 17.5 months from filing to trial date. The Court has determined that this
schedule is unnecessarily long for most civil cases. The current schedule also
prevents the Court from meeting state-imposed civil disposition standards.
Consequently, the judges of King County Superior Court have voted to gradually
shorten the civil case schedule from 17.5 months to 12 months. This change will be
accomplished over a four-year period by shortening the civil case schedule by 8 weeks
in the first year, 6 weeks in the second year, 8 weeks in the third year with one week
carrying over into the fourth year. Beginning January 9, 2012, the Clerk will shorten the
case schedule by one week approximately every five weeks, reducing the length of the
case schedule from that point forward. This procedure will result in double set trials
every five weeks. The Court expects that recent fall-off in the number of civil trials will
enable the Court to maintain trial date certainty.

During the second year, the Court expects to suspend this process for several months
in order to evaluate the impact of the case schedule changes on attorneys and the
Court. If the evaluation is satisfactory, the process of shortening the case schedule will
resume. The Court will begin implementation of this change January 9, 2012. Case
Schedules issued the week of January 9, 2012 will have the same trial date as the
previous week’s schedule. The implementation schedule is available on the Clerk’s
website at http://kingcounty.gov/courts/Clerk/CaseScheduleMod.aspx .
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